
When you read this the Ladies 
Golf Outing will have 
already taken place. Maybe 

we had to hit a ball while standing on 
our heads, you never know! Anyway 
my psychic abilities tell me we had 
great fun. Thank you to Patty Leucht 
for coordinating this event. Now it’s 
the men’s turn to hit that little ball. 
Good Luck.
 Thank you to the McGanns and 
Leuchts for another great POTP. Kids 
and adults were enjoying the popsi-
cles. I heard the Jello libations were 
particularly good.
 When I say “Corn” you say 
“Sausage”  Forget cooking and take 
your family and friends to the Yacht 
Club July 29 for a scrumptious meal. 
Big and little kids love this fun time.
 Save the date August 11 for the 
Friday Night Flotilla. Check this 
Barker for details. It has been one of 
our summer highlights in past years. 

It’s a great way to meet people, 
strengthen friendships, and check out 
boats! Join the fun.
 Hip Hip Hooray! Thank you to 
Nick and Angela Bergen for stepping 
up and volunteering to chair the Boat 
Parade for next year. Birch Lake 
appreciates your service. This parade 
is so much fun and enjoyed by many. 
We are happy it is going to continue!
 What do rubber ducks and Birch 
Lake have in common? Check out the 
Community Corner and find out.
 Moonbeam moment: Your beliefs 
hold the key to your _________success. 
(fill in the blank).

~Commodore Claudia  

Friday Night Flotilla!
August 11 – 6:30 p.m.
 Due to past years’ successful flotil-
las, let’s do it again!  We have had over 
a dozen boats tied together in the past.
 Meet in the middle of the lake with 
your boat. Bring an Appetizer. Boats 
will be tied together and we will walk 
from boat to boat sharing food and 
camaraderie.
 Look for the boats in the middle!

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b
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    Of  
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Comments

2017 Birch Lake Calendar

Mens Golf Outing-  July 28
People’s Regatta - July 29

 Corn and Sausage Roast - July 29
Friday Night Flotilla - August 11, 6:30 pm

Fall Dinner - August 26
September 16 - Tour of Heddon Museum

Soup Challenge - October 14 

Upcoming Board of Directors Meetings: 
August 5, Sept. 9

 
More info as available.  Dates subject to 
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items 
in the stone/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 

returned.  To contact me by phone call (269) 476-1680, or contact Commodore Claudia Phipps at  476-7073 or email claudia2154@gmail.com. ~Phil V

Thanks to Mr. Bob King (north shore) for the photo of the sun glittering off the water between the crowd of piers and lake toys.

Don Harman/Earl Troeger 
People’s Regatta rescheduled

The Annual People’s Regatta that 
was scrubbed last weekend due to no 
wind has been rescheduled for Satur-
day, July 29 at Lutz/s (next to Camp 
T).  Festivities begin at 10:30, sailing 
at 11, lunch (sloppy joes and chips) to 
follow.  Bring a pfd and adults, byob.



 Check future Barkers for a Labor 
Day Weekend Flotilla.

Corn & Sausage Roast is July 29,  
Here It Comes!
 It’s almost here!  Only a week to go 
until that fun event arrives again!  
Bring your appetites, families and neigh-
bors to the annual Corn & Sausage 
Roast, next Saturday, July 29.  From 
5:30 to 7:30 pm at the Yacht Club we’ll 
be serving delectable meals consisting of 
your meat choice, roasted corn, a selec-
tion of side dishes, cookies and lemonade 
or iced tea.  Get ready for a bratwurst, 
hot dog or chicken breast meal (we’ll 
only have a limited supply of chicken 
breasts so come early to try to catch 
what we have!).  Pay at the door – no 
reservations required!  Come hungry, 
visit with your neighbors and leave 
happy and satisfied!  Hope to see you 
there!

Remembering Stanley Pitakos
 Raise a glass to honor Stan Pitakos 
before the Corn and Sausage Roast.  
Stan was an important cog in the C & S 
grill team, and this year’s Roast will be 
dedicated to him.  Come to the grill on 
the hill (at the Yacht Club) at 5 pm (30 
minutes before C&S start time), 
Saturday, July 29, to hear a few words 
about him, and celebrate Stan and what 
he meant to Birch Lake. 

Fishing Lures, Local History
 “In the late 1890s James Heddon 
launched a hand-made lure into a 
Dowagiac, Mich., pond and the ripples 
are still expanding. It marked the begin-
ning of a new era – the artificial-lure 
fishing era – for all anglers. Heddon is 
the manufacturer of legendary lures, 
including the Spook, Torpedo, Lucky 13 
and many more.”  (heddonlures.com)  
Joan and Don, a local Dowagiac couple, 

stumbled into obtaining a vast number 
of the antique Heddon lures and have 
created the Heddon Museum.
 On Saturday, Sept. 16. (4 pm) 
arrangements have been made for Birch 
Lakers to tour this museum.  It is a fas-
cinating piece of local history as well as 
fishing history.  Dinner at the Wounded 
Minnow would follow the tour.  If you 
are interested in joining us for a brief 
overview of the lures and how they came 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STuNNINg
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.



Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!
Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has 

new owners.  Over the past few months we 
have been working very hard to return the 

quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

to this couple, tour the museum (there 
are lures, reels, poles and antique cars!) 
and then enjoy a good hamburger please 
contact me.  I am looking to see if we 
have enough interest and to reserve a 
table at the Minnow if needed.  

~Blair Garceau
476-9862, bgarceau@comcast.net

Compassion Cupboard
 The Compassion Cupboard at the 
First Church of God Cassopolis,  21083 
Spencer Rd., Cassopolis, will be open 
from 9 to 11 am.  The food pantry will be 
open on July 29 and August 26, and the 
Feed the Hungry Food Truck will at the 
church from 4-6 pm on August 23.

High speed Internet project
 Birch Lake is part of the Jones 
zone for the high-speed Internet con-
struction project by Midwest Energy. 
Midwest Energy is looking for more 
sign ups before they will begin con-
struction in our area for 2018. The 
more sign ups they receive in our zone 
the more quickly construction will 
begin. Spread the word! Advise friends 
and family to sign up on teamfiber.
com.  

Birch Lake Totes 
 Birch Lake Totes are again avail-
able for just $5 each (special pricing 
for large orders).  Call Bad Patty 

Luecht at 476-2615.

Let’s keep this off Birch Lake!
 A Fort Wayne woman was released 
from jail Sunday after a Steuben County 
boating incident that threw nearly a 
dozen people into a lake and left a run-
away motorboat circling the lake at 
about 30 mph, causing more damage 
and injury, officials said.
 The woman, 20, was charged with 
boating while intoxicated causing injury 
and being a minor in possession of alco-
hol, conservation officers said in a news 
release.
 Multiple agencies – including 
Indiana conservation officers, the 
Steuben County Sheriff’s Department 
and Parkview Samaritan helicopter – 
responded to Lake Gage about 7:15 p.m. 
Saturday on reports that several people 
were in the water with serious injuries, 
the news release said.
 Ten people were thrown from a 
21-foot Correct Craft Ski Nautique when 
it “cut into a violent turn” while travel-
ing at a “high rate of speed,” the release 
said, including the driver who was oper-
ating the boat.
 Several seriously injured people 
were immediately taken to shore by peo-
ple on other boats so emergency 
responders could tend to the injuries, the 
release said.
 Two people reportedly were flown to 
a hospital with injuries, including a 

skull fracture and a partial lower-arm 
amputation. Others less seriously hurt 
were taken to Cameron Memorial 
Community Hospital in Angola.
 Unmanned, the motorboat circled 
the lake and came closer to boats and 
docks with each circle, the release said.
 Conservation Officer Jake Carlile 
launched a Department of Natural 
Resources patrol boat as sheriff’s depu-
ties urged residents to move their boats 
and clear the area, the release said.
 Carlile threw a rope from the patrol 
boat to entangle the motorboat’s propel-
ler, the release said, and the boat struck 
a dock and changed direction, striking 
the back of the patrol boat and disabling 
the patrol boat’s motor.
 The rope slowed the motorboat, the 
release said, and Carlile used a nearby 
personal watercraft to jump onto the 
runaway boat while both were in 
motion. He then brought the motorboat 
to a stop.
 The incident remains under investi-
gation by conservation officers.
asloboda@jg.net.

The Birch Barker
 The deadline for submitting mate-
rials for any given Birch Barker is 3 
pm on the Tuesday prior to publica-
tion.  The printed Birch Barker is 
online ... to see any week, go to www.
philvitale.com and follow the links to 
the “Latest Printed Birch Barker.”



Popsicles on the Pier II

Thanks to 2017 Commodore 
Claudia and Pat McGann for 
the POTP pics.



— CommuNIty CorNer —

by Sarah Petty

Thank you to the McGann/Luecht 
combo for another successful 
Popsicles on the Pier!  If you 

want to host a POTP, please email me at 
sarahkpetty@gmail.com.  It’s a great, low 
pressure way to host and attend to meet 
more lake people!
 The Corn and Sausage Roast is 
next weekend, July 29!  We are going to 

have a little fun with a chance for free 
admittance! (Thanks Ed Levy for the 
idea). One evening next week, I’m going 
out under the cover of darkness and 
scattering 5 “Lucky Ducks” around the 
lake.  If you find one, simply bring it to 

Saturday’s BLYC Corn & Sausage Roast 
for one free ticket!  (Limit one per house-
hold). So towards the end of the week, 
keep your eyes peeled, maybe you will be 
one of the “Lucky Ducks”!

Will you be a lucky duck?



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Another great sailing Sunday

Last Sunday’s sailing was aided by 
7 to 10 mph winds with some occa-
sional gusts which made it a little 

tricky at times.  We had around 15 boats 
competing between both classes, its nice 
to see that many and hope to get more 
sailors out as the year progresses.  I 
don’t want to jinx our Sunday ritual but 
we have been very lucky this year with 
the winds we have had. I would say 
probably the best in the last two years 
or so!
 I would like to thank the boats that 
come out to watch the races or to be 
safety boats if someone runs into trou-
ble.  In the last few weeks we have had 

non-sailing boats close to the finish line, 
which can disrupt the view or sense of 
location to some sailors.  Please be cour-
teous to them so they can get the best 
finish possible with no disruptions.
 I need to thank last weeks commit-
tee boat participants Keith Kinzler, 
Sandy Vitale, “Questionable Patti 
Russwurm” and “Bad Patty Luecht” for 
starting the races, recording the end 
results and repositioning as needed to 
keep the committee boat in the right 
position.
 Until Next week ...
 “Splice the main brace!”

~Fleet Captain Mike”              

2017

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

2017 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date ....................................................16-Jul.........16-Jul...........16-Jul ................ Total .................Season .............Races ........................% 
Race ......................................................16 ...............17 .................18 ...................Points ...............Average ..........Finished ..........Finished
MC Scow/Sailor
Scott Troeger  #1489 ......................................... 1 .....................1 .......................2 ......................... 24305 ....................... 1519 ........................15 ..........................93.8%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ............................................. 2 .....................5 .......................1 ......................... 19410 ....................... 1493 ........................13 ..........................81.3%
Rick Harmon .................................................... DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ....................... 2969 ........................ 1485 .........................2 ...........................12.5%
Barb Cassady/Maggie Cassady #2506 ............ 5 .....................4 .......................3 ......................... 23355 ....................... 1460 ........................16 ....................... 100.0%
Gib Eberhart  #916 ............................................. 6 .....................3 ....................DNS ....................... 6782 ........................ 1356 .........................5 ...........................31.3%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550 ........................... 3 .....................2 .......................4 ......................... 20330 ....................... 1355 ........................15 ..........................93.8%
Phil Vitale  #500.................................................. 4 .....................7 .......................6 ......................... 10753 ....................... 1344 .........................8 ...........................50.0%
Bill Luecht  #1579 ............................................... 7 .....................6 .......................5 ......................... 18024 ....................... 1287 ........................14 ..........................87.5%
Pat McGann #1735 ......................................... DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ...................... 15870 ....................... 1221 ........................12 ..........................75.0%
Bob King  #1199 .............................................. DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ....................... 2381 ........................ 1191 .........................2 ...........................12.5%
Sandy Vitale .................................................... DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ............................................................................................0 .............................0.0%
Sunfish/Sailor
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ........................... 2 .....................1 .......................1 ......................... 28093 ....................... 1561 ........................18 ....................... 100.0%
Peter Soldato ...................................................... 1 .....................5 .......................4 ......................... 22314 ....................... 1488 ........................15 ..........................83.3%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow).............................. 4 .....................6 .......................5 ......................... 22601 ....................... 1413 ........................16 ..........................88.9%
Herb Cleveland .................................................. 5 .....................4 .......................3 ......................... 22595 ....................... 1412 ........................16 ..........................88.9%
Stewart Spratt ..................................................... 3 .....................3 .......................2 ......................... 20772 ....................... 1385 ........................15 ..........................83.3%
Brad Davis ....................................................... DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ....................... 5403 ........................ 1351 .........................4 ...........................22.2%
Pat McGann ....................................................... 7 .....................2 .......................7 .......................... 3833 ........................ 1278 .........................3 ...........................16.7%
Bill Butler ............................................................. 6 .....................7 .......................8 ......................... 13483 ....................... 1226 ........................10 ..........................55.6%
Camille Butler ..................................................... 8 .....................8 .......................6 ......................... 18058 ....................... 1204 ........................15 ..........................83.3%
Greg Cowan .................................................... DNS ...............DNS .................DNS ....................... 3468 ........................ 1156 .........................3 ...........................16.7%

Abbreviations explained:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than 
last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).; DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee 
Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; SEASON POINTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, 
etc.); SEASON PLACE = total season points/number of races attempted; CREW - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

They’re back.
     All it took was an unusual Feb-
ruary warm spell this past week 

for the tiny insects causing an increas-
ingly big problem in Michigan to become 
active once again, beginning their hunt 
for blood.
 “A student in the medical entomol-
ogy lab just brought in six adult black-
legged ticks — three male and three 
female — that were collected by his dog 
(Tuesday) in Lansing,” said Jean Tsao, 
an associate professor in Michigan State 
University’s departments of fisheries 
and wildlife and large animal clinical sci-
ences.  The ticks are of interest because 
of what they often carry with them: the 
bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi. When 
the ticks bite an animal, seeking a blood 
meal, that bacteria can transfer. And 
that bacteria, in dogs, horses and hu-
mans, can cause Lyme disease, a serious 
affliction that can be permanently debil-
itating for people when it’s not treated 
early and well.
 There were fewer than 30 human 
cases of Lyme disease reported in 
Michigan in any year between 2000 and 
2004. By 2009, the number had jumped 
to 90 reported cases. By 2013, it was 166 
cases.  That number could be very low. 
The federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates the number 
of Lyme disease cases nationwide could 
be 10 times higher than what’s actually 
reported. Because of Lyme disease’s rel-
ative newness in Michigan, and because 
its early symptoms often mimic what 

feels like the flu,infected people — and 
even their doctors — often don’t test 
for it. Doctors also don’t always report 
finding Lyme disease to their local public 
health department.
 The Lyme disease spike in Michigan 
correlates with the spread of black-
legged ticks here. In 1998, the ticks were 
established in only five counties — Ber-
rien County in the southwestern-most 
Lower Peninsula, and four counties in 
the Upper Peninsula — and reported 
in 22 other counties. By 2016, however, 
the ticks were established in almost five 
times as many counties — established 
in 24 Michigan counties. Now ticks have 
overtaken the entirety of the Lake Mich-
igan shoreline and becoming established 
to in the southern part of the state.
 Why the increase is happening 
now, scientists can’t say for sure. Lyme 
disease and the ticks that carry it have 
long been established on the East Coast,  
and Wisconsin and Minnesota have more 
than 10 times as many human cases of 
Lyme disease as Michigan.

Do a tick check 
 As the ticks that spread Lyme 
disease make their way across the state, 
Michigan residents need to adopt the 
precautions long in place in Lyme-rid-
den areas such as New England, Foster 
said. Avoid areas where ticks are likely 
present. Use repellents on clothing.
 “The key is to make sure when you 
come back from being in these areas, do 
a tick check,” he said. “Remove the ticks 

as quickly as you can. Even if bitten, if 
you can get it off before 24 hours, your 
chances of getting Lyme disease are 
almost none.”
 Contact Keith Matheny: 313-222-
5021 or kmatheny@freepress.com. 
Follow him on Twitter @keithmatheny.
 The Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services offers these tick 
tips:
 On outdoor excursions where black-
legged ticks could be present, use insect 
repellent that contains 20%-30% DEET.
 Wear clothing that has been treated 
with permethrin.
 Take a shower as soon as you can 
after coming indoors.
 Look for ticks on your body. If a tick 
is attached to you, use fine-tipped twee-
zers to grasp the tick at the surface of 
your skin. Pull the tick straight up and 
out. Don’t twist or jerk the tick — this 
can cause the mouth parts to break off 
and stay in the skin. 
 Put your clothes in the dryer on high 
heat for 60 minutes to kill any remaining 
ticks.
 Hunters and anglers cannot get 
Lyme disease from dressing carcasses, or 
eating game meat, but are more likely to 
be in tick habitats.
 Pets can become hosts for ticks and 
also become infected with Lyme disease 
and other tick-borne diseases.  Topical 
flea and tick treatments are recommend-
ed, and a Lyme disease vaccination is 
available.  Consult your veterinarian for 
more information.

Tick-borne Lyme disease exploding in Michigan



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Now located under the big 
tent  in downtown Union, 
and across from Happy 
Landing on Corey Lake

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10 am - 6 p m
Friday - Sunday in Union 
Saturday & Sunday only 
   at Corey Lake

HAS MOVED!



FuLFILLINg REAL ESTATE 
DREAMS FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 

SuSIE TuCkER
Susie Tucker Realty
574-320-6697 Cell 269-641-5775 Office
www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Licensed in Michigan
and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Happy Birthday and “Kid of the Week Kudos” to Sandy Baucus (east side), (we wouldn’t say which birthday it is even if we 
knew), who celebrated a birthday “float” with the family last weekend.

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the photo



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Sales Price  
$415,000

TuRN kEY
2 beds, 1 bath

69’ of Lake Front

Birch Lake homes for sale
OuT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINgS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLINg

NOW IS A 
gREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOuR 
HOME!

CALL
PAuL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com

269-445-8877

Sales Price   
$400,000

3 beds, 2 bath
60’ of Sandy Lake 

Front

At left: The Monroe east siders introduced another generation 
(4th) to Birch Lake!  Tom, eldest  son of Nancy & Norm, and his 
wife DiDi, brought their entire family (Megan & husband Brian, 
Lauren & husband Paul - originally from Granger, and Drew & wife 
Hannah from Washington state back to the lake again, this time 
to experience the magic with their grand kids.  Lena & Audrey 
caught their first fish ever,  Isla built sand castles & mud pies, and 
Olle just soaked it all in! 

Above, guest of the Bud Hall’s (cove), Jack Clarke from Mem-
phis Tennessee.  He was visiting with his grandparents Darrell 
and Florence Sergent from Crown Point Indiana, and his mom 
Julianne (Debbie’s cousin, aunt and uncle)  He is planning on at 
least a week next summer at good ‘ole Birch!



— Barker Kids of the Week —

This is grandson Caleb, who was given the honor of out-
standing citizen award for stopping to help a woman in need. 
Again, we are very proud grandparents ... we are also very 
grateful for our wonderful children and the way that they 
have raised our grandchildren.

~Pat Keirn

Pat and Terry Keirn are Birch Lake residents (north side)

This granddaughter Nicole who was employee of the month. 
We  are very proud of her work with children.

~Pat Keirn

note: Pat and Terry Keirn are Birch Lake residents (north side)

ADORABLE, AREN’T THEY?

BIRCH BARkER
kID-OF-THE-WEEk 

PHOTOS
Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  
Easy ... just mail your kid-of-the-week (or turtle of the 

week or plant of the week or whatever you’ve got) 
photos BEFORE 3 PM ON TUESDAYS to Birch Barker, 
63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a zip-
lock and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home 

(east side), or email them to me at  
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Dave’s Residential Services
Cell: (269) 362-0724

Email: davehardisty@comcast.net 
Landline: (269) 476-2797

Lawn Care Security Checks

Firewood Home Maintenance



— Barker Kids of the Week —

thomas J. 
mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Kelly McGann, daughter of Pat and Tessa McGann (east side) 
and Nick Laneman out on a romantic sunset sail in the Cole-
Ah-Sail

That’s BS Sandy Vitale and yours truly taking Sandy’s new 
(old) boat the DocGre out for her second shake-down sail to 
see what would come apart or leak next.



— Barker kids of the Week —

Greta Boecher, Granddaughter of Rick and Patti Russwurm (north 
shore) participated in the Elkhart / Salvation Army Cooking Camp this 
past week. She said she learned a lot and is excited to experiment on 
her family. Yea us!

And even though he’s not a kid anymore my 
good friend and next door neighbor John Luecht 

(east side) gets to be a Kid of the Week just be-
cause he’s such a great neighbor.



The International Space Station 
(ISS) is the most complex inter-
national scientific and engineer-

ing project in history and the largest 
structure humans have ever put into 
space. This high-flying satellite is a 
laboratory for new technologies and an 
observation platform for astronomical, 
environmental and geological research. 
As a permanently occupied outpost 
in outer space, it serves as a step-
ping-stone for further space explora-
tion. This includes Mars, which NASA 
is now stating is its goal for human 
space exploration.
 The space station flies at an aver-
age altitude of 248 miles above Earth. 
It circles the globe every 90 minutes at 
a speed of about 17,500 mph, or nearly 
5 miles per second. In one day, the sta-
tion travels about the distance it would 
take to go from Earth to the moon and 
back. The space station can rival the 
brilliant planet Venus in brightness 
and appears as a bright moving light 
across the night sky. It can be seen 
from Earth without the use of a tele-
scope by night sky observers who know 
when and where to look.  
 Five different space agencies 
representing 15 countries built the 
$100-billion International Space Sta-
tion and continue to operate it today. 
NASA, Russia’s Roscosmos State Cor-
poration for Space Activities (Roscos-
mos), the European Space Agency, the 
Canadian Space Agency and the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency are the 
primary space agency partners on the 
project.
 At about 356 feet across and 290 
feet long, the space station, including 
its large solar arrays, spans the area 
of a football field, including the end 
zones, and weighs 861,804 lbs. not in-
cluding visiting vehicles. The complex 

now has more livable room than a 
conventional five-bedroom house, and 
has two bathrooms, gym facilities and 
a 360-degree bay window. Astronauts 
have also compared the space station’s 
living space to the cabin of a Boeing 
747 jumbo jet.  There are nearly an 
acre of solar panels to provide electri-
cal power to six state-of-the-art labora-
tories.
 Along with the ISS, you can also 
look for China’s Tiangong-1 space labo-
ratory, which has hosted visiting crews 
on Shenzhou spacecraft in recent 
years. Also visible to the naked eye is 
the Hubble Space Telescope.
 During summer here at the lake, 
the time that a satellite in a low-Earth-
orbit (like the ISS) can remain illumi-
nated by the sun can extend through-
out the night - a situation that can 
never be attained during other times 
of the year. Because the ISS circles the 
Earth about every 90 minutes on aver-
age, this means that it’s possible to see 
it not just on one singular pass, but for 
several consecutive passes. 
 Moreover, because the ISS re-
volves around the Earth in an orbit 
that is inclined 51.6-degrees to the 
equator, there are two types of passes 
that are visible. 
 In the first case (we’ll call it a 
“Type I” pass), the ISS initially ap-
pears over toward the southwestern 
part of the sky and then sweeps over 
toward the northeast. 
 About seven or eight hours later, it 
becomes possible to see a second type 
of pass (we’ll call it “Type II”), but this 
time with the ISS initially appearing 
over toward the northwestern part of 
the sky and sweeping over toward the 
southeast. 
 Type I passes will initially be 
visible in the morning hours, prior to 

sunrise. By early July, Type I pass-
es will be visible during the evening 
hours, just after sunset, while Type II 
passes will be occurring in the early 
morning.  By late July, visibility of the 
Type II passes will have shifted into 
the evening hours.
 More on the ISS and other man-
made space stuff next week.  Thanks 
to Dennis Tudor for the interesting 
question.  Enjoy the show everyone.  
It’s on me.  

  ~Stu Spratt 
Celebrating more than

 53 Years at  Birch Lake

Satellites and Other Flying Stuff
Stu’S  Star Stuff

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction:  0.001 
0.1 days before new moon

Sunrise: 06:29:30 AM
Sunset: 21:12:52 PM

Moonrise:  05:39:35 AM
Moonset: 20:36:29 PM
Daylight:  14 Hr 43 Min 22 Sec

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

NEW MOON



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Be espe-
cially polite and patient with family members on 
Monday and Thursday. The good news is that if you 
do overstep your boundaries or get into trouble on 
Monday, especially with an authority figure in the 
family, Tuesday is the perfect day to make amends. 
August promises to be a much more fun-loving, 
lighthearted month. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You have to 
be very careful this week, especially Monday and 
Thursday to avoid a verbal accident i.e. blurting 
something out you might later regret - and to avoid a 
physical accident. Go slowly and carefully. Be cau-
tious. Think before you speak. Fortunately, midweek 
(especially Tuesday) is an excellent time for financial 
matters and boosting your earnings. You might also 
buy something you really like on Tuesday. 

gemini (May 21-June 20) - Keep an 
eye on your money scene this week because this is 
where you might have a rude awakening. On 
Monday and Thursday you might find money or you 
might lose money. Or perhaps, something you own 
will be lost, broken or stolen. Therefore, you have to 
keep your eyes open; and be vigilant and careful in 
how you handle what you own. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This week 
is full of unexpected events, snap decisions, surprise 
situations, restless, impulsive actions and maybe 
even a palace coup or two. You feel rebellious and 
independent and will brook no interference from oth-
ers, especially authority figures. Slow down and take 
it easy. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - The unpredict-
able energy that is flying around this week will ruffle 
your feathers in a more private, behind-the-scenes 
way. You will feel plagued by a vague restless feel-
ing. There is stuff going on behind the scenes that 
troubles you. Tuesday is a lovely day to schmooze 
with friends and groups. Wednesday is a good day 
to make plans, especially about vacations. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - At the begin-
ning of the week, you might be at odds with a friend 
or a member a group and this might be about a 
competition. If it is not a direct, obvious competition, 
it might be a subtle competitive situation. Be careful 
because this definitely can involve an accident. A 
friendship might break up. The thing to do is to not 
overreact and not to respond too quickly. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - This is a 
tricky week to deal with parents, bosses, authority 
figures and the police. Do not go looking for trouble - 
it will find you all too easily. If you have a standoff 
with a parent, boss or an authority figure - think 
before you speak or act. Don’t be impulsive or hasty. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Travel 
plans and matters related to publishing, the media, 
medicine, the law and anything to do with higher 
education are subject to sudden changes and sur-
prises this week - especially on Monday and 
Thursday. Just be aware of this. For some, it can be 
an accident-prone influence, which means you have 
to be mindful of everything you say and do. You 
might encounter conflicts about politics, religion or 
racial issues. People are ready to revolt. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - The 
surprises and unexpected events that will impact 
your sign this week will relate to inheritances, taxes, 
debt, shared property, insurance issues and any-
thing that you own jointly with others. Double check 
everything. Assume nothing. Tuesday is a lovely day 
to schmooze with partners and close friends. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This is 
a rocky week for your closest relationships and part-
nerships. In fact, some relationships will end. All rela-
tionships will experience surprises and unexpected 
situations that might trigger arguments. Tuesday is a 
great day at work because coworkers are supportive 
and helpful. Maybe even flirtatious. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Get 
ready for a hairy week in your job, your health or 
where you work. These surprises and problems 
might also have something to do with a pet. The 
obvious is computer problems will occur on Monday 
or Thursday, causing glitches, delays or a shutdown. 
Or someone at work, especially in authority, could 
also trigger a big surprise. If so, you might be defi-
ant. After all, you are a freedom-loving sign who val-
ues justice and fairness for all. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Please be 
careful dealing with kids or children you work with. 
This means this is an accident-prone week for your 
kids. Therefore, you have to be vigilant and on the 
ball. Make sure that nothing hazardous or danger-
ous is in the picture. This can also provoke fights 
and arguments with your kids. Again, remember that 
patience is the antidote to anger. 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

One Pot Creamy Chicken 
Bacon Veggie Pasta
Servings: 4-6

INGREDIENTS:
5 strips thick cut bacon, sliced
1 pound chicken breast, cubed
1 teaspoon seasoned salt
Pepper, to taste
1 small onion, sliced
½ pound asparagus, cut into 1-inch 
long pieces
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 cups fresh spinach
1 cup sun-dried tomatoes, roughly 
chopped
6 cups milk 
1 pound rotini pasta
1¼ cups shredded Parmesan cheese

PREPARATION:
1. In a large pot, crisp the bacon on 
medium heat. Drain excess grease so 
there’s about 3 tablespoons left in the 
pot. Add in the chicken, season with 
half of the seasoned salt and pepper, 

and cook.
2. Once the chicken is nicely browned, 
remove it from the pan but leave the 
bacon. 
3. Add in the onion and asparagus. 
Stir until the onions begin to become 
translucent, then add the garlic and 
spinach. Stir until spinach is wilted, 
then add sun-dried tomatoes and sea-
son with remaining salt and pepper.
4. Pour milk over veggie and bacon 
mixture, and bring to a boil. Stir peri-
odically so the bottom does not burn. 
5. Once milk is bubbling, add pasta 
and stir frequently until pasta reaches 
your desired doneness (approximately 
10 minutes at medium heat). 
6. Stir in Parmesan cheese and mix 
until cheese is melted

Easy Breakfast Yogurt Popsicles
PREP TIME: 5 MINUTES
TOTAL TIME: 4 HOURS 5 MINUTES

INGREDIENTS:
•	 1	Cup	Greek	Yogurt

•	 1/2	Cup	Milk
•	 2	tsp	Honey
•	 1/2	Cup	Granola
•	 1	Cup	Berries/chopped	Fruits

PREPARATION:
1. Mix together the milk, yogurt and 
1 tsp of the honey.
2. Divide the mixture between your 
popsicle molds.
3. Place a few berries into each 
mold.
4. Mix the last teaspoon of honey 
with the granola (you can place the 
honey in the microwave for 10sec if 
you are struggling to mix it) and top 
the yogurt with a little granola mix-
ture.
5. Place a wooden ice cream stick 
into each mold and place the popsicles 
into the freezer for at least 4 hours 
before consuming.
6. To remove the popsicles, run the 
mold under a little hot water until they 
come loose.
YIELD: 6-8 POPSICLES

Pasta and Popsicles off the Pier! 



This week at camp has been 
Around the World Week. We 
have so many different coun-

tries represented at camp this year, 
and it’s been fun having our interna-
tional staff share about their back-
grounds. We have staff from Mexico, 
Peru, Brazil, England, Scotland, Ire-
land, France, Kenya, China, Cyprus, 
the Netherlands, Armenia, Egypt, 
and of course the United States. 
Plus this week we have two campers 
here from Myanmar (also known as 
Burma)! Next week we have a group 
of 5 campers coming from France for 
two weeks, and last week we had a 
camper from Singapore. So it’s truly 
been an international summer at 
camp!
 Next week is Christmas in 
July at camp, and to celebrate, 
we will be bringing the campers 
around Caroling on Thursday 
night! If you’re home, please come 
out and listen to our kids serenade 
you. We will leave camp around 
7:30pm, and one group will go 
around the cove and along the north-
west side of the lake, and another 
group will go across the north shore, 

and along the northeast side of the 
lake. We have a completely full 
camp, so there will be about 70 kids 
and 15-20 staff in each group!
 We’re nearly to our goal of 950 
campers for the summer, with a total 
count so far of 943 campers regis-
tered. There are 3 sessions left of 
camp, but we only have spaces still 
available for the very last one, Au-
gust 6-12. So if you’re still thinking of 
sending a camper to camp, we have 
about 15 spots left for girls, and 3 
spots left for boys for that last week. 
It’s hard to believe that we’re already 
down to our last three weeks! This 
summer has really been flying by.
 At the pancake breakfast, we 
had several people ask about the 
teal and green long-sleeved Spirit 
shirts, and we were out of the adult 
sizes they were looking for. We just 
received another order of shirts, so if 
you’d like one, they’re now in stock in 
the store. We also have green hood-
ies and crew neck sweatshirts, and 
teal camp t-shirts available in all 
sizes. 
 Next week on Tuesday evening, 
our Board of Directors is going to be 

joining our campers for dinner. We’re 
excited for the board members to 
have a chance to see what mealtime 
is like at camp – especially with a 
completely full camp in the dining 
hall! 
 This week our facilities staff 
have been installing mailboxes 
at each cabin. Starting this week, 
we’re going to deliver the campers’ 
mail to their cabin doorsteps, and 
campers will have a chance to send 
intra-camp mail to one another using 
the mailboxes. In the past, we have 
sorted the mail in Main Lodge and 
the counselors picked it up here and 
then distributed to their cabins. We 
think it will be fun for the kids to 
receive mail right at the mailbox 
outside their cabin. 
 The next two weeks are going 
to be pretty wild and crazy at camp, 
with every single bed in camp filled! 
We have 138 campers next week 
(131 overnight + 7 day campers), and 
142 the following week (131 over-
night + 11 day campers). These are 
the two largest weeks of camp we’ve 
ever had, which means our staff is 
really on their toes! 

— Camp tannadoonah —

Thanks to Cindy Rheinhardt  (daughter of Bud and Barb 
Zesinger, east side) for the historic postcards from Camp 
Tannadoonah.  Cindy said she came across several Camp 
Tannadoonah postcards in a box of old postcards that I pur-
chased at an auction.  Only one is postmarked but she be-
lieves they are all from the same year as the postmark, 1946.  
We will be running more in weeks ahead as space permits.

Around the world, Christmas next



FOR SALE

4 sale by owner. Sunny East side of 
Birch Lake house. 50 feet of crystal 
clear lake frontage. $399,000. Screened in 
porch & all tile/easy maintenance home. 
Call Nanette Eash (formerly Sharpe) 574-
298-6556”

For Sale:  1985 Shore Land’r galva-
nized boat trailer GVWR 1560# 
$350;1986 Evinrude outboard 15hp 
w/ 6 gal tank, new hose & bulb, serviced 
-$800.  Call Bob Palm 574-298-2480

For Sale: CLASSIC Century 
Resorter 19 ft. 1973, V-8, 225HP, New 
Upholstery and Carpet - $5,000. Power 
Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase, $1,000. Call Tom Rogers, Cove, 
476-2383

For Sale: 2004 Sea-Doo gTI LE. 
Watercraft and trailer in good condition. 
Watercraft just summarized and serviced 
ready to hit the water! Trailer also ser-
viced, new bearings and hubs; ready for 
the road. Bought a boat last summer and 
haven’t been able to use the Sea Doo 
very much so looking to sell it to someone 
who can enjoy it. Runs great! This is a 
three person watercraft you can pull a 
tube or a skier. I also have a cover for the 
PWC. Contact 630-935-2573

FOR SALE: 4 place pedal boat (2 
cyclors, 2 riders), available for showing 
and/or test drive at the King cottage. 269-
476-2128 on weekends, 574-299-0705 
through the week.

FOR SALE: Original un-restored 
1976 Cadillac Eldorado convert-
ible. Firethorn red exterior (original paint), 
red leather interior, “straight” body, never 
wrecked, stored indoors. It’s a driver. 
Priced to allow for bumper “fillers” and 
tires. A few Lakers have indicated interest. 
Absent local sale the car will go to auction 
this summer. Contact Bob King 574-276-
9999 or 574-299-0705.

For Sale: used kenmore dishwash-

er. Very good condition.  $70. Contact 
Tom DeCocker 476-9821

For Sale- green vintage wicker 
sofa and chair- $200.  Contact Beth 
Kenagy. 269 985-8782

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

If you need odd jobs done like pet care, 
babysitting, garden/yard work, etc … Call 
Amanda Butler at 574-304-1799

WANTED
Seeking someone with scuba 
gear and training to help camp 
retrieve a lost sailboat rudder

FOuND
FOUND: One white “San Marin” inflat-
able buoy, Item Number “NB60,” 
approximately 20” diameter, on  2/17/17. 
Call 476-1467.

Found: hat found during the sailboat 
races two Sundays ago. Contact Pat at 
pat@mcgannhay.com

FOUND: Black “kitchen Aid” grill 
cover.  Please call Jeff & Denise Smitley 
at 269.476.9000.

There is a rather large aqua lily pad 
that has washed ashore in the cove near 
Howard and Beth Blackwood’s old place 
and Jim and Linda Bergan’s house (cove) 
due to a recent storm. If anyone is missing 
a yellow and blue aqua lily pad please 
know the can find it on shore for retrieval.

Found: A white Bonita Bay Club visor 
floating by my North Shore dock last 
weekend.  To recover call Bill Magro  at 
937-657-8988.  A gratuity is not required.

LOST
Lost Canoe Paddle, black and gray. If 
found please call 269-476-7062

Camp T is missing several kayak and 
stand up paddleboarding paddles 

Lost: Yamaha Waverunner key fob. 
If found please contact: Bill Magro @ 937-
657-8988

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Don’t forget that
boat traffic must travel 

COUNTER-CLOCKWISE 
at all times!

Message sponsored by the 
BIRCH LAKE 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

  SAILBOATS 
ALWAYS 

HAVE THE 
RIgHT-OF-WAY!

BIRCH BARkER 
CLASSIFIEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch 
Barker are free to paid 
members of the Birch 

Lake Yacht Club, and  $5 
per ad for non-members
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, 
email it to 

Sailorphil@philvitale.com



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet? 

THERE’S STILL TIME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Claudia Phipps .......................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Vice Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller ...........................

karne.curtis-miller@bayer.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ..........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) .................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty ................................................ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) .............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QuALITY COMMITTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors



CELEBRATINg IN BuSINESS

WITH BIRCH LAkE



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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